EMu Slice Test Meeting – minutes dd. Jan 9, 2006.
· Another installment of the (hardware) workshop will be organized in the week of Feb.20. It is expected that this coincides with the arrival of new TMB and RAT modules.

· An online software review will be held at the end of the next CMS Week (March 16 or 17). The exact scope and charge of the review is being drafted and is likely to include configuration and readout software for the various electronics as well as higher level software such as slow controls, quality monitoring, run control and test suites.

· Martin reported on his software activities. In recent weeks he has been reorganizing and cleaning up parts of the peripheral core library. A hyperdaq interface and additional SOAP messaging was used for a new class which is going to become to follow-up of testbeamcontrol.exe. This all follows the CSC Supervisor scheme. During this week he hoped to integrate his xdaq applications with Karoly’s DAQ application.

· In the discussion on the test & commissioning software it was decided that the main focus and thus priority should be the system tests involving multiple boards. Typical candidates are the MPC-TMB and strip/wire pulsing tests which can test the trigger and DAQ paths, respectively.
· Jason referred to a problem that was seen before the Xmas-break. Chambers with the 672 ALCT all showed a significant lower efficiency. It is not clear yet whether this may be a firmware issue. It was decided to continue to look into this when Alex Madorsky returns to CERN, which would be early February

· Dan reported on the preparations at 904 for the DT integration tests. For that he would need the 40.08MHz clock patch which is still in use at the SliceTest. FG suggested an early replacement of the TTCvi by the TTCci allowing the clock patch to become available. Dan also mentioned that he has started rewriting the TF online software, with help from Ildefons.

· Karoly explained his work on the RUI software. He has added the DQM hooks with help from Victor. The EmuRUI can run both in a standalone and EVB-embedded mode. It was suggested that Karoly would start moving his code to the software repository.

· Oana finished the migration of her calibration code to the CMSSW framework. She repeated her request for more strip calibration data and a first stab at the wire pulsed data. MvdM and FG will help her this week to get a new set of strip data.

· Greg continues to work on the test code migration for the TMB/RAT modules. A 2nd crate at 904 is set up for Greg to test the TMB/RPC integration. As soon as the RPC Linkboard arrives at 904 these tests can start.
· Alex M. has sent a couple of production-type peripheral backplanes to CERN. He would like to see them thoroughly tested with a fully loaded crate. Since the number of TMBs is limited this will have consequences for those used at the SliceTest. It was decided that these tests have a very high priority and downtime at the SliceTest would be acceptable. Already before this meeting Alex had send out a list of items that would sufficiently test the backplane.

· Jay H. reported on the TMB/RAT production status: a few production boards showed up at UCLA. Those seemed to be fine and the bulk was to be expected by the end of January. Typically, boards would then show up ~2wks later at CERN, i.e. mid February.

· Jason G. will send two OSU-CCs to CERN. This would allow the folks at CERN to deploy the controller at SX5 (up to three) and keep the 904 set-ups using this controller. Jinghua and Martin still see some software/driver issues with the OSU-CC.
· Valeri Sytnik mentioned that DCS at SX5 was still recovering from numerous holiday powercuts. Especially the UF HV system which serves the SliceTest didn’t recover and it appears that its LV has failed. Alex M. and Petr will look into this as soon as Petr returns to CERN (next week). Short term DCS activities involve testing of the LV CRBs with the newly arrived PCMBs. Valeri will also try to get a hyperdaq interface set up for the dcscontrol
· Two dual xeon PCs are underway to CERN. One will be used by Fred for the PeripheralCrate commissioning stand. The other PC will be configured for SliceTest DAQ use and moved to the Green Barrack. It will be used for Local DAQ scalability tests as well as testing it with the latest CERN Linux.
· Igor has reported on the condition and configuration dbase work. FG mentioned that work is underway to redesign the XML configuration file and thus the Parser software.

· SliceTest plans for this and next week look as follows:
· prepare core lib release and replace D360 with OSU-CC

· Fiber installation for ME+1 chambers will take place starting Monday Jan.16

· As soon as the production peripheral backplanes arrive at CERN the YE+2 TMBs will be collected for a full crate test using the new backplane. SliceTest operations will be suspended during that time.

· The TTCvi will be replaced with a TTCci. As soon as the special fibers and optocoupler arrive the TTCvx can be removed as well. Both units should return to OSU. 

